
 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 



 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 



 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 



 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 



 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 



 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. AND   
THE PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 

2021 BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES 
 

DUE TO STRICT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, THE 2021 BONFIRE 
SEASON IS FROM NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 27, 2021 ONLY 

 
NO ONE MAY ACCESS THE LEVEE PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 
PERMITTED BONFIRE CONSTRUCTION MAY NOT BEGIN UNTIL SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
AND ALL APPLICABLE  COVID REQUIREMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLIED WITH 
 
NO HOUSEHOLD CONSTRUCTION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS FROM HURRICANE IDA OR ANY 
OTHER STORM/EVENT AND/OR ANY  DEBRIS OF ANY KIND WILL BE ALLOWED WITHIN ANY 
PORTION OF THE LEVEE RIGHT OF WAY, INCLUDING THE BONFIRE AREA OR ON TOP OF THE 
LEVEE. 
 
Failure to comply with the following regulations can result in the permit holder being fined and/or 
the BONFIRE SITE REVOKED. 
 
THESE BONFIRE SEASON GUIDELINES INCLUDE ANY AND ALL PENDING AND SUBSEQUENT 
DECLARATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS BY GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS  INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO ANY AND ALL HEALTH DECLARATIONS AND/OR STORM DECLARATIONS  AND/OR ANY 
AND ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES  
 
Christmas Eve Bonfire festivities on the Mississippi River Levee shall conclude by 11pm.  Bonfire participants and 
visitors will be asked to leave the levee at this time.  
 
In order to protect the safety and integrity of the main line Mississippi River levees during the Bonfire Season, the 
following guidelines shall be established, strictly enforced, and adhered to by ALL types of bonfires (BONFIRES 
ARE TO BE LOCATED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY): 
 
The Pontchartrain Levee District Annual Mississippi River Levee Inspection will be on or about November 10, 2021.  
NOTE:  Adhering to COVID Best Recommended Practices; St. James Parish will eliminate the Bonfire Permit 
Meetings and issue ALL Bonfire Permits through the St. James Parish Welcome Center.  All applicable Face Mask 
and Social Distance requirements will be enforced within the Welcome Center. 
 
St. James Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued from the St. James Parish Welcome Center, starting Sunday, November 
21, 2021. (THE FESTIVAL OF THE BONFIRES, INC. ISSUES ALL BONFIRE PERMITS.) Permission must be 
obtained from all landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
St. John the Baptist  Parish Bonfire Permits will be issued by St. John the Baptist Parish, Dept. of Public Safety for 
the Festival of the Bonfires, Inc. starting Sunday, November 21, 2021.  Permission must be obtained from all 
landowners on whose property bonfires are to be constructed. 

 
2. In order to further provide for the integrity of the levee, no excavation in the levee will be tolerated, other than one 
(1) hole per bonfire, not to exceed eighteen inches (18”) for the center pole. 
 
3. Bonfire size limitations for levee protection and public safety are as follows: 
 
*Note: These size limitations apply to ALL bonfires and ALL permit holders. AGAIN, BONFIRES ARE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE LEVEE AGGREGATE CROWN ONLY* 

a)   Maximum Height: 15 feet, from base of center pole to top of center pole 
b)  “Traditional” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet by 12 feet 
c)  “Governmental/Tourist Entity” Maximum Width and Length: 12 feet width by 24 feet length 
d)   All side poles must be securely tied to the center pole using #16 wire or larger. 


